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SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EVALUATION OF NSW COASTAL COMMERCIAL WILD-CATCH 
FISHERIES 

 

WHO IS DOING THE RESEARCH? 
My name is Dr Kate Barclay and I am a researcher at UTS.  I will be assisted in this 
project by Professor Alistair McIlgorm (University of Wollongong) and Dr Michelle Voyer 
(UTS). The project has been funded by the Fisheries Research and Development 
Corporation (FRDC 2014/301) and is being conducted with the support of the 
Professional Fishermen’s Association (PFA). 
 
WHAT IS THIS RESEARCH ABOUT? 
This research aims to find out how the professional wild-catch fishing industry 
contributes to local communities both socially and economically. The project has been 
developed in response to calls from industry for greater understanding of the role 
professional fishing plays in coastal communities. 
 
The information generated through this research will be used in three key ways: 

1. A report for the Industry that can be used in negotiations with Government over 
management arrangements affecting NSW professional fishers. 

2. A range of brochures aimed at informing the general public about the importance 
of professional fisheries to NSW communities.  

3. Input into future research projects including providing ‘baseline’ information on 
which future monitoring programs can build in order to develop a picture of how 
the social and economic contributions and health of the NSW professional fishing 
sector changes over time.  

 
IF I SAY YES, WHAT WILL IT INVOLVE? 
There are three possible ways in which you can be involved in this project. You may 
choose to contribute to some, all or none of these aspects of the project. The data 
obtained through these three methods will be used for this project but may also be 
included in future research aimed at measuring trends over time. The same conditions of 
use of your data which apply to this project will apply to all future projects. 
 
It is also likely that I may ask you to nominate additional people you feel may be able to 
contribute to this research. You are under no obligation to provide these details but any 
suggestions would be appreciated.  
 
The FRDC require that data from research funded by them is made available to other 
researchers, so it is possible the information you give for this project may also be used 
for other projects in future. In that case your information will not be identifiable as yours, 
but will be grouped with the other information from your region.  
 

1. Socio-economic survey: 
This component of the project, led by Alistair McIlgorm, involves a written survey. This 
survey will measure the way professional fisheries contribute to their local economy. The 
survey is necessarily detailed and asks questions relating to your income and spending 
patterns. It will take between 1- 1.5 hours to complete. While we recognise that it is a 
significant task to complete this survey it is crucial that we get as many responses as 
possible in order to build up an accurate picture of the economic contribution of 
professional fishers. This survey will not ask people their name, except as an optional 
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thing to help us follow up if necessary. Individual responses will not be made public. 
Instead they will be combined with the responses of other fishers to make sector- and 
community-wide calculations. If you require support or assistance in completing please 
feel free to contact a member of the project team. 
 

2. Interviews/focus groups:  
This component of the project, led by Kate Barclay, with the assistance of Michelle 
Voyer, will involve a series of interviews or focus group discussions in your local area. 
Two rounds of interviews will be conducted over a two year period. Interviews/ focus 
groups will last between 30 minutes to a maximum of one and half hours during which 
time you will be asked a series of questions about the role of fishing in your life, how that 
has changed over time and your connections with family, friends and the wider 
community as well as other businesses owners. The interviews/focus groups will be 
conducted at a mutually convenient venue such as a coffee shop, park, residence, co-op 
office or community hall. Refreshments will be provided (ie tea/coffee, snacks).  

 
The sessions will be audio recorded. All recordings will be available to the researchers 
and the FRDC. A copy of your recording, or the transcript of it, will be made available to 
you on request. Transcripts of the interview will be placed in an archive that will available 
for use by other researchers.  
 
You will choose in the Consent Form to remain anonymous or to allow us to name you 
when using your interview/focus group material in publications. If you choose to remain 
anonymous we will replace your name with a code (eg, According to Fisherman A, …). 
As part of this project we will be producing a range of flyers to demonstrate some of the 
ways in which fishers contribute to their communities. For these we will use photographs 
and personal stories, so for these we will need permission on the Consent Form to quote 
you as the source. 
 

3. Social surveys 
A randomly selected group of fishers and community members will be contacted via the 
post, phone or by email and asked to participate in a short questionnaire (15-20mins). 
These surveys will be anonymous. 
 
ARE THERE ANY RISKS? 
There are very few risks because the research has been carefully designed.  However, it 
is possible that you may feel reluctant or nervous about answering particular questions. 
If you do not feel comfortable discussing any matter raised within the interview or the 
surveys you may decline to comment, or withdraw from the research at any time. If you 
wish you can provide further comment to the researcher at a later date. For example, 
you can request a copy of your interview so that you can withdraw or reword comments 
that do not reflect your opinion accurately. However after publication, it will no longer be 
possible to change the information you have provided.  
 
WHY HAVE I BEEN ASKED? 
The socio-economic survey has been sent to all professional fishing licence holders in 
NSW. Interview participants have been selected according to a range of criteria and 
nominated by professional fishing representatives or members of the community. The 
interviews will seek to represent a broad range of people involved, directly or indirectly, 
in professional fishing. The research aims to talk to people across a spectrum of ages 
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and backgrounds.  The contribution of everyone is greatly appreciated and valued 
equally.   
 
DO I HAVE TO SAY YES? 
You don’t have to say yes to any part of the research, or you can say yes to some parts 
and not others. 
 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF I SAY NO? 
Nothing.  I will thank you for your time so far and your instructions will be respected. 
 
IF I SAY YES, CAN I CHANGE MY MIND LATER? 
You can change your mind at any time (except after publication) and you don’t have to 
say why.  I will thank you for your time so far and won’t contact you about this research 
again. 
 
WHAT IF I HAVE CONCERNS OR A COMPLAINT? 
If you have concerns about the research that you think I or Co-Investigators can help 
you with, please feel free to contact us on the following numbers: 
 
Project contacts 
Dr Kate Barclay (Project leader): Please contact for general questions about the project 
or the interviews and focus groups. 
Phone:  0435 142 247 
Email:   Kate.Barclay@uts.edu.au 
 
Prof. Alistair McIlgorm (Economist): Please contact for any questions relating to the 
socio-economic survey. 
Phone:  0417 211 886 
Email:   amcilgor@uow.edu.au 
 
Dr Michelle Voyer (Snr research assistant): Please contact for general questions about 
the project or to arrange to participate in the interviews or focus groups.  
Phone:  0413 945 640 
Email:   michelle.voyer@uts.edu.au 
 
Tricia Beatty (Professional Fishermen’s Association Executive Officer): Please contact if 
you have any questions in relation to the involvement of the PFA in this research. 
Phone:  0429 303 371 
Email:   eo@pfai.com.au 
 
A/Prof Stephan Schnierer: A/Prof Schnierer will providing advice to the project team 
about the incorporation of Indigenous fishers and fisheries into the research. Please feel 
free to contact him if you would like to discuss how our research will complement and 
build on his existing and ongoing work in this area. 

Phone:  0457 824 629 
Email:   stephan.schnierer@scu.edu.au 
 

If you would like to talk to someone who is not connected with the research, you may 
contact the Research Ethics Officer on 02 9514 9772, and quote this number 
2014000418. 
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